THE EVOLUTION  OF A REVOLT

sophies set out to try them in the light of force.
A struggle of two immaterial principles could only
end when the supporters of one had no more
means of resistance. An opinion can be argued
with: a conviction is best shot. The logical end
of a war of creeds is the final destruction of
one 5 and Salammbo the classical teitbook-instance.
These were the lines of the struggle between
France and Germany, but not, I thought, between
Germany and England, for all efforts to make our
men hate the enemy just made them hate war,
and later on by the Armistice we made the Great
War fall short of the Foch ideal. To me it seemed
only a variety of war: and I could then see other
sorts, as Clausewitz had numbered them, personal
wars for dynastic reasons, expulsive wars for party
reasons, commercial wars for trading reasons.

Then I thought of the Arab aim, and saw that
it was geographical, to occupy all Arabic-speaking
lands in Asia. In the doing of it we might kill
Turks: we disliked them very much. Yet
"killing Turks35 would never be an excuse or
aim. If they would go quietly, our war would
end. If not, we would try to drive them out:
in the last resort we would be compelled to the
desperate course of blood, on the maxim of
"murder" war, but as cheaply as possible for
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